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50 DAYS TO CHANGE THE WORLD 

Introduction:  Road to Emmaus background (Luke 24:13-35) 

• Cleopas’ statement: 

Luke 24:21 ….but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 

redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took 

place. 

• Jesus’ statement: 

Luke 24:25  He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe 

all that the prophets have spoken! 

• How did they miss it? 

ILLUSTRATION:  The story is told of Franklin Roosevelt (US President 1933-

1945).  He often endured long receiving lines at the White House.  He 

complained that no one really paid any attention to what was said. 

One day, during a reception, he decided to try an experiment.  To each 

person who passed down the line and shook his hand, he murmured, “I 

murdered my grandmother this morning…” 

The guests responded with phrases like: “Marvellous!”  “Keep up the good 

work!” “We’re proud of you!  God bless you, Sir!” 

It wasn’t until the end of the line, while greeting the ambassador from 

Bolivia, that his words were actually heard.  Nonplussed, the ambassador 

leaned over and whispered, “I’m sure she had it coming!” 
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1. Selective Interpretation 

• Background:  In the Old Testament, the Messiah (Anointed one) was 

not mentioned often.  When He was mentioned, it was in connection 

with: 

o A priest: (Leviticus 4: 3, 5, 16,16) 

o A King (1 Kings 19:6) 

o A Prophet (1 Kings 19:6) 

• It was Daniel who talked about an Anointed One / Messiah to come 

(Daniel 9:25-26) 

• Zechariah talks of a king  

Zechariah 9:9  Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!   Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  

See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

• So what did Jesus point to in the OT? 

Psalm 22:16-18  (NLT) My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil 

gang closes in on me.  They have pierced my hands and feet.  I can count 

all my bones.  My enemies stare at me and gloat. They divide my garments 

among themselves and throw dice for my clothing. 

Isaiah 53:4-5 (NLT)  Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our 

sorrows that weighed him down.  And we thought his troubles were a 

punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced 

for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.  He was beaten so we could be 

whole.  He was whipped so we could be healed. 

• Selective interpretation can cause us to miss what God is saying. 

QUESTION: Do we have selective interpretation about events in our own 

time? 
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2. Selective Hearing 

• If Jesus had been preparing His disciples, how did they miss it? 

• THREE times, Jesus was very specific… 

Mark 8:31 Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer 

many terrible things and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and 

the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but three days later he 

would rise from the dead. 

• Peter’s reaction 

Matthew 17:22-23 After they gathered again in Galilee, Jesus told 

them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of his 

enemies.  He will be killed, but on the third day he will be raised from the 

dead.” And the disciples were filled with grief. 

• Can we accept hard truth and know that God has a better plan? 

Matthew 20:18-19  “Listen,” he said, “we’re going up to Jerusalem, where 

the Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of 

religious law. They will sentence him to die.  Then they will hand him over 

to the Romans to be mocked, flogged with a whip, and crucified. But on the 

third day he will be raised from the dead.” 

QUESTION:  Can we become so focused on what we want to hear that we 

tune out the rest of the message? 

 

3. Divine Encounter 

• An encounter with the Living Christ. 

• Every major change in life starts with an encounter or revelation 

(light-bulb moment) 
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Luke 24:30-32 As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. 
Then he broke it and gave it to them.  Suddenly, their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him. And at that moment he disappeared! They said 
to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the 
road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 

o Eyes were opened – What they saw (the facts) 
o Hearts burned within (what they felt) 
o They could not keep it to themselves. 

• How does your encounter with Christ motivate you? 

4. Open Your Mind 

• Jesus – showed Himself to the other disciples 

• Pointed to the OT to show how He fulfilled prophecy concerning the 

Messiah. 

Luke 24:45-49 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures.  And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah 
would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day.  It was also 
written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his 
name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of 
sins for all who repent.’  You are witnesses of all these things.   “And now I 
will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the 
city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.” 

• Note the sequence: 
o Cross + resurrection 
o Repentance + forgiveness 
o Preach to all nations 
o Power to fulfill the task. 

QUESTION: Is repentance a “once only event” or a regular occurrence? 

 


