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Why the Church? 
#2 series Prayer 

 

Introduction:  Before we ask that question, here is another one:  If God is 

sovereign, can He change His mind? 

• Sovereignty – supreme reign 

o God reigns supreme over all the earth 

o But not everything that happens is God’s doing. 

 

1. Destined to reign 

Genesis 1:28  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase 

in number, fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and 

the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground…” 

• Humanity was put in charge (stewardship) 

• When Adam & Eve disobeyed god by listening to and responding to 

Satan’s words, they gave their inheritance over to him. 

• Satan’s claim: 

Luke 4:6 And he (Satan) said to Him, “I will give you all their authority and 

splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want 

to.” 

• Jesus did not dispute Satan’s claim 

• Jesus describes the devil as the prince of this would (John 12:31; 

14:30) 

ILLUSTRATION from Jeremiah 32:8-11 

• Right of inheritance if all the family perishes 

o Right of redemption (first option to buy) 

o Sealed Deed – always went to a family member 

o Open deed – property could be sold. 

o God gave Adam & Eve the open deed 

o They gave it to Satan 
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• Jesus, as the Son has the right to redeem His inheritance (us) 

o He has paid the price 

o He has given us the open deed. 

Matthew 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

• We together – the church 

• Given the keys of the kingdom. 

 

2. Can God Change His Mind? 

• We hear quotes such as “He is the same yesterday, today and 

forever…” 

James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 

shadows…. 

• God cannot change His character, but He does change His 

mind. 

ILLUSTRATION #1: Moses and Golden Calf 

• God was doing to destroy the people 

• Moses prayed / interceded for the people 

Exodus 31:14 …then the Lord relented and did not bring on His people the 

disaster He had threatened…. 

ILLUSTRATION #2: Jonah’s story  

• Jonah was sent to deliver a message to Nineveh 

• Nineveh repented and God showed compassion: 

Jonah 4:1-4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became 
angry.  He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still 
at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish.  
I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.  Now, LORD, 
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”   
But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
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• Jonah rightly describes the character of God 
▪ A God who relents 
▪ Jonah’s lesson with the vine (Jonah 4:9-10) 

3. Through the Church 

• What kind of prayers? 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings 

and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who 

wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

• Requests, prayers, intercession, thanksgiving 

• Everyone 

• Authority figures 

• Live our Christian lives peacefully. 

ILLUSTRATION: 1 

Robert Morris visited a church as a guest preacher, and had a prophetic 

word for a lady in the congregation: “The Lord knows that you know how 

to pray for husbands that are not saved; the Lord says that you are going 

to train women on how to pray for their unsaved husbands.” 

The congregation clapped, for they knew her story! 

Her husband had been killed in a car accident.  She had prayed for him 

every day for 30years, with no obvious result.   

One day, she was talking to a Real Estate man about some property she 

wanted to sell, and mentioned her husband dying in a car accident.  The 

man asked where it happened, and she told him.  The agent then asked 

her what month and what day, and when she replied, he told her his 

story: 

He was a Christian businessman, and the Lord impressed on him to go to 

that highway, ditch his car, and hitch a ride.  “Lady,” he said, “I led your 

husband to the Lord that day before he had the accident.” 

 
1 Ps Robert Morris – the prayer, the salesman and the accident. 


