
The Crossroads
Jeremiah 6:16-20



Jeremiah 6:16-20 This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; 

ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you 

will find rest for your souls.

“But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’   I appointed watchmen over you and 

said, ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’  But you said, ‘We will not listen.’

Therefore hear, O nations; observe, O witnesses, what will happen to them.  

Hear, O earth:  I am bringing disaster on this people, the fruit of their schemes, 

because they have not listened to my words and have rejected my law.  

What do I care about incense from Sheba or sweet calamus from a distant 

land?  Your burnt offerings are not acceptable; your sacrifices do not please 

me.”



1. The Watchman

Jeremiah 6:17; 20 I appointed watchmen over you and said, 

‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’  But you said, ‘We will 

not listen.’…. What do I care about incense from Sheba or 

sweet calamus from a distant land?  Your burnt offerings are 

not acceptable; your sacrifices do not please me.”



1. The Watchmen

• Watchmen are appointed by God 

(not self-appointed)

• Watchmen look out in the 

distance



1. The Watchmen

The people had:

• Ritual without worship

• Sacrifice without change of heart

• Schemes / agendas not of God



2. Listen

• How does God speak to us?

Isaiah 42:5  This is what God the Lord 

says – He who created the heavens 

and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and all that comes out of 

it, who gives breath to its people, and 

life to those who walk on it…”



2. Listen

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of 

the world God’s invisible qualities – His 

eternal power and divine nature –

have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, 

so that men are without excuse.



2. Listen

God speaks to us in many ways:

• The Bible

• Other people

• Holy Spirit

• Whose voice are you listening to?



3. Stand and Look

Jeremiah 16:16a  This is what 

the Lord says: “Stand at the 

crossroads and look…”



4. Ask Jeremiah 6:16b ask for the ancient 

paths; ask where the good way is….



4. Ask

James 1:5-7 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 

gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he 

who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 

wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the 

Lord…”



5. Find Rest

Jeremiah 6:16c … and walk in it, and you will find rest for 

your souls.



5. Find Rest

Matthew 7:13-14 Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide 

is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 

and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and 

narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.


