RELATIONSHIPS 101
#7 AWAKEN SERIES

Introduction: The first one to wake up in an Awakening is the Devil!

e The ability for any move of God to continue is to be fruitfulin
relationships / fellowship.
e EXAMPLES: Moravians, early Methodists, Charismatic and
Pentecostal movements of 19" and early 20" Centuries
o All had smaller connect groups where deeper fellowship is
developed.

FELLOWSHIP (“koinonia” in Greek) is not something that “just
happens” to a group of believers. It is a bond created by the Holy Spirit
which is then reinforced by shared encouragement, mutual service,
frequent confession and dignifying prayer — acts that enable a few
people to become the love of God to one another, so that together they
can become the love of God to the world.’

John 15:9-17 “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now
remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my
love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his

love. | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be complete.

My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what | command.

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that
| learned from my Father | have made known to you. You did not
choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go
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and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my
name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.

1. Remainin Love

John 15:9 As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain
in my love.

e Where does love come from?
o Human love involves chemistry, but is more than that...
o Human love generally requires a response.

e Where does the love that Jesus talks about come from?

1 John 4: 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love.

Romans 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God'’s
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who
has been given to us.

e Source is God the Father
e Active ingredientis the Holy Spirit

2. How to Remain in His Love

John 15:10 Ifyou keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just
as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

e Do what He says

e How will | know?
(a) God’s Word:

Psalm 119:11 | have hidden your word in my heart that | might not
sin against you.
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(b) Check your motivation:

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but
do not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If |
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but do not
have love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor and give over
my body to hardship that | may boast,’” but do not have love, | gain
nothing.

e How do | express my words?
e How do | express my faith?
e How do | express generosity of sacrifice.?

3. You are More than You Think.

John 15:15 / no longer call you servants, because a servant does not
know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for
everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.

e \What is the difference between an acquaintance and a close
friend?
o Thethings you share and speak into each other’s loves
e Jesus valued relationships highly, and calls you “friend”, not just a
“servant”.
o Early Christians were multi-lingual; Latin, Hebrew, Greek,
Aramaic.
o Different tribes — Jews, Gentiles, slaves, free, men, women,
Greeks “barbarians” (foreign — speaking)
e Jesus prayed that we would be ONE (John 17:2)
e Paul describes us as being “one in Christ.”
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013%3A1-3%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28669b

4. Fruit that Lasts

John 15:16-17 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my
command: Love each other.

e Chosen
o Appointed
o To bear fruit that lasts

e Sometimes we don’t bear fruit that lasts because we don’t remain
in His love

©)

@)
@)
@)

Love looks out for others

It’s stooping to wash another believer’s feet

It’s looking at others through the eyes of Jesus

It’s a determination that fellowship is not just for my needs,
but for others.

It is honouring each other.

FELLOWSHIP (“koinonia” in Greek) is not something that “just
happens” to a group of believers. It is a bond created by the Holy Spirit
which is then reinforced by shared encouragement, mutual service,
frequent confession and dignifying prayer — acts that enable a few
people to become the love of God to one another, so that together they
can become the love of God to the world.?
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