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Miracles follow the plough 

Introduction: 

In the North of England, there is a tradition where a plough is pulled 

through the streets of the town on the first Monday after Epiphany, the 

feast which is celebrated on the 6th January.  Plough Monday, as it is 

called, represents the start of the agricultural year. 

On the following Sunday, sometimes called “Plough Sunday”, a 

ploughshare is brought to church and the lad, the plough and the seed are 

blessed.  1 

AW Tozer said, “The church that fears the Plough writes its own epitaph; 

The church that uses the plough walks the way of revival.” 

1. What to Plant 

Hosea 10:12a I said, “Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will 

harvest a crop of my love…’.  (NLT) 

• Righteousness = right standing with God and humanity 

o Most dictionaries:  “the quality of being morally correct and 

justifiable” 

o Many add: “the feeling of being correct or right”2 

• What if my feeling of doing right is different from yours? 

• Is “righteousness” objective or subjective? 

2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 

what is true and tom make us realise what is wrong in our lives.  It 

straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right.” 

• Sow righteousness – a crop of love from God 

• He will shower righteousness on you (12c) 

• Righteousness based on truth has both substance and feeling. 

 
 

1 Robert Fergusson email 13/01/2022 
2 Cambridge Dictionary 
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2. Prepare the New Ground 

Hosea 10:12b  ‘…Plough up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the 

time to seek the Lord, that he may come and shower righteousness upon 

you.’ 

• Nothing / no-one is unusable to God 

• Ground needs preparation 

ILLUSTRATION:  In my father’s time…. 

• The farmers cleared the land by hand (no machinery) 

o Stumps had to be removed or burned 

o Roots and stones needed to be removed 

o All this had to be done before ploughing began. 

• Seeking the Lord is a cleaning / cleansing process 

o Now begins the ploughing for fruitfulness. 

 

3. Preparing Old Ground 

Jeremiah 4:3-4a Plough up the hard ground of your hearts!  Do not waste 

your good seed among thorns.  Cleanse your minds and hearts before the 

Lord… 

• Another type of soil is unused… 

o It has been cleared, but not very productive 

o Soil hard – blessings from God do not sink in 

o Weeds have taken over 

▪ Weeds stunt growth / fruitfulness 

• Cleans your hearts  minds (“circumcise”) 

 

 

 

4. Don’t Look Back 
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Luke 9:62  But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plough and 

then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.” 

If you have a field, make it useful 

If you have a life, make it fruitful. 

 

 

• You can choose the degree of service. 

• Question – Is heaven my final resting place? 

o My soul / spirit go to Jesus / heaven 

o My body needs resurrecting 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to 

life again, we also believe that when Jesus comes, God will bring back with 

Jesus all the Christians who have died. 

1 Corinthians 6:2  Don’t you know that someday we Christians are going to 

judge the world?  And since you are going to judge the world, can’t you 

decide these little things among yourselves? 

2 Timothy 2:12 “If we endure hardship, we will reign with him.  If we deny 

Him, he will deny us. 

Revelation 5:10 …And you have caused them to become God’s kingdom 

and his priests.  And they will reign on earth. 

• I AM NOW IN TRAINING TO REIGN 

• In 2022, put your hand to the plough and believe for a great harvest. 

 

Miracles Follow the Plough 

CONTEXT:  Prepared to give up  

• Security from what I own 

• Security from family 

 


